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T HE 
FRUITS AND EFFECTS 


9 


GOD's LOVE. 


PsALM xlvi. 4. 


There is a river; the flreams whereof make glad the city of 
God, ——— 


HIS pſalm begins with an expreſſion 

of the Church's confidence in her God, 
ſaying, God is our refuge and ſirengtb, a very 
preſent help in trouble. From whence we 
may learn that the Church in David's time 
was. not without her troubles, but in the 
midſt thereof, ſhe had a refuge to flee unto, 
namely God, who was alſo her ſtrength to 
ſupport her, and a very preſent help to de- 
liver her. A fight and ſenſe of which 
cauſed her to ſay, Therefore will we not fear 


though the. earth be removed, and though the 


mountains be carried into the midſt of the ſea. 
Though the waters thereof roar and be trau- 


bled, though the mountains ſhake with tb 


ſwelling thereof==-As much as though ſhe had 
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ſaid ; whatever troubles or perplexities may 
befal us; however alarming and diſtreſſing in 
their nature ; we will not be afraid. 
For do we wank ſhelter ? Gop is our refuge. 
Are we weak ? God is our ſtrength. Are we 
in trouble? Gop is a very preſent help. Do 
we want comfort ? there is a river, the ſtream: 
whereof make glad the city of God. 

For the opening of which words let us 
enquire, 


I. What we may underſtand by this River, 
II. Take notice of the Streams; And 
III. Of what is ſaid of them. 


| Finger. By the River ſpoken of in our 
text, ſome have thought that we may under- 
ſtand the Covenant of. Grace; and if ſo, the 
bleſſings with which it is replete. muſt be 
conſidered as the freams thereof. 
Others have thought that by the River we 
may underſtand the Spirit of God, and if 
that be admitted, the freams thereof are his 
gifts and graces which the figner partakes of 
when he is quickened by grace. 
Others again have thought that it is better 
to underſtand Chriſt by this River, and if ſo, 
the bleſſings which flow from him, muſt be 
_ conſidered as the Arearis. 


But 
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But it ſeems beſt to me to interpret it of 


God's everlaſting love, which may be com- 
pared to a river as follows: | 


1. All rivers have a certain channel of con- 
veyance. So has the love of God one certain 
channel (namely Chriſt) through whom it is 
conyeyed to the hearts of his people, and 
whoever looks for it through any other chan- 
nel can never fail of being diſappointed. For 
this is the channel through which the pro- 
phets and apoſtles of old enjoyed it ; this 
is the channe/ through which it flows to the 
hearts of poor ſinners in this our day ; and 
this is the only channel through which it will 
continue to flow to the hearts of his choſen, 
even to the lateſt moment of time. | 


2 Another thing remarkable in a river is, 
that it flows freely. So does the love of 
God to the hearts of his people. And it is well 
for them that it does ſo flow ; for were it not 
ſo, none of the fallen ſons of Adam could 
partake thereof, becauſe ſuch is their poverty 


by nature, that they have nothing in them 


which is good or valuable to purchaſe it 
therewith, ſince he heart is deceitful above 


all things, and deſperately wicked ; * Nay, every 


2 J. xvii. 5. 


; imagination 
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imagination of the thoughts of the heart, is on- 
y evil continually. * And to uſe the words of 
the apoſtle, In me, that it in my fleſh (or cor- 
rupt nature) dwells no good thing. + Therefore 
we muſt conclude that God's love, like a ri- 
ver, flows freely to thoſe who are partakers 
thereof. And that even the graces of God's 
Spirit, which the Chriſtian himſelf is poſ- 
ſeſſed of, are not the cauſe, but the fruits and 
effedts of God's love to his ſoul, 


3. Another thing remarkable in a river is, 
that it flows conſtantly. And ſure I am, that 
no river flows more conſtantiy than the love 
of God does to thoſe who are the objects 
thereof. For as it began before time, ſo like- 
wiſe there is not a moment in time in which 
jt does not flow to the perſons of his people. 
He is ſaid to love them even when they were 
dead in fins ; I and their being quickened by 
grace, is a manifeſtation thereof. And as he 
loved them before conyerfion, ſo alſo he con- 
tinues to love them after they are converted, 
for we are told that be will reſt in his love, Q 
and becauſe with him there is no variableneſs, 
neither ſhadow of turning, || therefore it is, 

Gen. yi, 5. 1 Rom. vii. 18. f Eph. ii. 4, 5. J Deph. ili. 17. 

A 
that 
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that he not only loves them before, and white 
they are paſſing through time, but will con- 
tinue to love them when time ſhall be no 
more; agreeable to which it is faid, I have 
loved thee with an everlaſting love ; therefore 


with loving kindneſs have I drawn thee. * And 


ſure I am, that no doctrine can be more com- 
fortable to the ſoul of the Chriſtian than that 
of which-I am now ſpeaking, for when Satan 
tempts, or the world frowns z when corrup- 
tions riſe, or darkneſs beſets his mind; even 
then he has this to reſt upon, namely, the 
unchangeable love of God, 


This leads me SECONDLY, to take notice 
of the ftreams. 

I. The firſt ſtream of which I ſhall take 
notice is the Covenant of Grace, which took 
place among the ſacred THREE, even before 
all worlds, for the ſalvation of the Elect. In 
which the FATHER maintaining the honour 
of his juſtice, demanded ſatisfaction for the 


tranſgreſſions of his holy law, having ſaid, the 


ſoul that finneth ſhall die. 

The Sox being t up from everlaſting, + 
as the ſurety of his people, engaged to pay 
that debt which they owed to divine juſtice. 


Jer. xxxi. 3. f Prev. viii. 23. 


And 


8. FRS AND EFFECTS 
And to ſhew his willingneſs for ſuch an un- 
dertaking ſaid Lo, I come to do thy will, O 
Ged. * And when the creditor had received 
the bond at the ſurety's hand, juſtice had no 
more demand upon the priſoners, but looked 


to the ſurety for the full payment of their 


debt; and thus was Feſus made the ſurety of a 
better teflament or covenant. + 


The Srir1T's office in this covenant en- 


gagement, is to make known this matter to 
the hearts of his people; to make them meet 
for, and lead them into the poſſeſſion of that 
inberitance, which is incorruptible and undefiled ; 


and that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven 


for them. 1 


Therefore, ſays the pſalmiſt, The ſecret of 
the Lord is with them that fear him, and he 


will ſhew them his CovenanT.y He (ſays 
Chriſt hall glorify me, for he ſhall receive of 


mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you. || And thou 
(ſays David) halt guide me with thy counſel, 
and afterward receive me to glory. © Now this 
covenant is ſo well ordered, and the bleſſings 
with which it is replete ſo ſure, that the peo- 


ple of God can never fail of the enjoyment 


of them. | 


® Plal, xl. 7. + Hab. vii. 22, 1 1 Pet. i. 4. 6 Pal, rv. TH 
| John xyi. 14. J Pſal, ixüi. 24. 


2. The 
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2. The next ſtream which I ſhall take no- 
tice of is Election, or the choice of God's 


| people, without which there could have been 


no certairity of the ſalvation of a fingle ſoul. 
But bleſſed be our God that as he has ap- 
pointed the end (namely, the falvation of his 
people,) ſo alfo has he taken evety ſtep which 
was neceflary to bting that matter about. 1 
(fays the Lord) will work, and who ſhall let 
it. * And although this is a doctrine which 
1s much oppoſed by many, yet that thefe are 
fuch a people is very evident from the word 
of God, Chrift and his Apoſtles being judges. 
We are told there ſball ariſe pal ſe Chriſfts and 
Falſe Prophets, and ſhall ſhew great Signs and 
wonders ; inſomuch that it it were poſſible, they 
ſhall ene the very ELECT. + From whence 
it is evident that there are ſuch a people; as 
it is alto from verſe 31 of the ſame chapter, 
where we are told that Chrift all ſend his 
angels with a great ſound of a trumpet and they 
ſhall gather together his gLECT, which they 
could not do if there were none. 

Another paſſage which clearly proves this 
doctrine reads thus, ſhall not God avenge his 
own ELECT which cry day and night unto 
bim ; I from whence we may learn, 1. Thet 
e Iſai. Aldi. 23. + Matt, xiv. 24. 1 Luke xvii. 7, ( 

B God? 
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God has an ele&.or choſen people, 2, how 
they are known, namely, by crying unto him ; 
| and 3. we are told that he will avenge them, 
| or take vengeance on their adverſaries. 


If theſe paſſages be not ſufficient, attend 
to the queſtion of the apoſtle Paul, viz. 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
ELECT ? * from which words he not only 
informs us that God has an e/e& or choſen 
people, but tells us alſo, that nothing can 
| be laid to their charge to condemn. them 
| before him, being cloathed in the righteoul- 
neſs of the Redeemer. Beſide the apoltle 
| ſpeaks of 4nowing our election of God, F but 
| if there were no election it is impoſſible that 
ll. it ſhould. be known either by ourſelves. or. 
| by any other perſon. 

118 And leſt any ſhould think that their chuſ- 
if ing Chriſt in effectual calling was the cauſe 
I | of ts election, our Lord informs ſuch, Ye 
| have not choſen me, but I have choſen you; 4 
AY as much as though he had ſaid, your chuſing 
5 me was not the cauſe, but the effec# of my 

A ehuſing you. 

E. And that we might not be at a loſs about 
It} | the time when this choice was made, the 
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„Rem. viii. $3. + 1 Thel, i. 4. fee alſo Col. iii, 12. 1 Pet. i. 2. ir 
+ John xy, 16. 3 
apoſtle” 
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apoſtle tells us that it was from the begin- 
ning. * which beginning he explains by in- 
forming us, that we were choſen in Chrijt be- 
fore the foundation of the world, + Thus hath 
God ſecured the eternal ſalvation of all his 
people, and Paul being fully perſuaded of 
this doQtrine, ſays, I endure all things for the 
ELECT'S ſake, that they may alſo obtain the 
ſalvation which is in Chriſt Feſus with eternal 
; glory. 1 


* 


le 3 Another flream which preſents jtſelf to 
at our view, as coming from the above-men- 
at tioned river, is Adoption ; which is 4 taking 
or. thoſe into the relation of fins, and treating 


them, as ſuch, wha are not ſo by nature or 


TE birth. And thus it was with all God's peo— 
ale ple. They were by nature aliens, but by 
Ye adopting grace, were by him conſidered as 
7 his children and treated as ſuch. But how 
ing few there are who have proper conceptions 


my of this act: molt people imagining, that they 
are adopted into God's family, upon their 


bout believing. Whereas the truth is, /a/th has no 
the more hand in the act of adoption than it has 
5 in the act of creation, for adoption is an act of 
. God's ſovereign grace, as appears from the 
zoſtle' 


* 2 Theſ. ii, 13. + Ephe. i. 4. 1 2 Tim. ii. 10. 


B 2 following 
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following p: paſſage, Having predeſtinated us un- 
fo the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt to 
bimjelf, according to the good pleaſure of bis 
ill. 
Pezae no man can believe in Chriſt with 
the heart unto righteouſneſs, without bein: 
born of God ; and to talk of adopting ſack 
an one into God' s family, is equally as abſurd 
as it would be for a man to talk of adopting 
| his own natural ſon : fince it is a ſtranger 
and not one's own by birth, upon whom this 
act of adoption muſt take place, + ſo that we 
are not adapted becauſe we believe, but we be- 
lieve becauſe we are adopted. It is true in- 
deed that the sAlN Ts are all the children 4 
God (manifeſtly) by faith in Chrift Jeſus; | 
but then it is not their Faith which makes 
them children, but what makes them appear 
to be ſo. Therefore we are told, that if WAS 
expedient that Chriſt ſhould die for the people, 
and that be ſhould gather together in one the 
children of God that were ſcattered abroad. F 
Here we may obſerve, that although they 
were ſcattered abroad and in a ſtate of nature, 
yet they were the children of God (by adop- 
tion,] of which their being gathered toge- 
ther i in effectual calling was a manifeſt proof, 


4 Fae i. Ge 17 Erod. li. 10. t Gal, ili. 26. 8 John xX j· 3 
agreeable 
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agreeable to which idea the apoſtle Aye, 
Becauſe ye are ſons (by adoption) God hath 
ent forth the ſpirit of bis ſon into your hearts, 
crying Abba Father. * Therefore my having 1 
the ſpirit of Chriſt in my heart does not 1 
make me an adopted ſon, it only makes meg 
appear to be ſo, and enables me to claim my 
privilege in calling GOD MY FATHER, 
Beſide, in the preceding verſe the apoſtle 
ſpeaks of receiving the adoption ; which clear- 
ly proves that adoption, as a bleſſing of grace, 
muſt have an exiſtence before it can be re- 


ceived, or lajd hold on by faith, 


ob The next Aren of which we are led to 
ſpeak, is pardon of fin, and that this proceeds 
from the ſame river appears from the apoſtle's 
own words. Herein is he, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us, and ſent his ſon to he 
the propitiation for our fins. + For which 
purpoſe it was that Chriſt took our nature 
into union with his divine nature. For when 
the fulneſi of time was come, be was made of a 
woman, mage under the law to redeem them 
that were under the law. } Then it was that 
he undertook to diſcharge that bond which 
he had given to his Father for the ſatisfaftion 


52. : Gal. ir. 6. + 1 John iv. 10. 1 Gal. iv. 4, 5. 
le | | of 
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of fiis juſtice and the diſcharge of his peöple, 
by fulfilling that promiſe, Lo, I come to do 
thy will, O God.“ 

In his life therefore he perfectly fulfilled 
the law, for he did no ſin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth; + and in his death ot ſuf- 
fered its penalty. 

For as fin muſt not go unpuniſhed, 10 as 
he had engaged as a ſurety to pay his people's 
debt, the Father therefore laid upon him the 
iniquity of them all; 4 even all the original 
and all the actual tranſgreſſions of all his 
people which had been, or would be com- 
mitted by them, even to the end of time. 
And as the Father laid them upon Chriſt, ſo 
alſo he puniſhed him for them, for he hath 
once ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, 
that be might bring us to God, & He ſuffered 
in his character: be hath a devil and is mad, 
why hear ye him? || He ſuffered in his ſoul : 
my ſoul is exceeding forrowjul ; C he ſuffered 
in his body : he was waunded for our tranſ- 
greſions, be was bruiſed for our iniquities ; 1 
and becauſe zhe wages of fin is death, t he 

ſuffered that alſo, for he became obedient unto 


* Pal. xl. 2. 8. + 1 Pet. ii, 22, 1 Lai. Ii. 6. 5 1 Pet. iii. 18. 


John x. 20. J Matt. xxvyi. 38, ** Ifai, liii. 35. f Rom, vi. 23. 


death, 
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death, even the death of the Croſs. * Then 


and there it was that the ſword of juſtice was 


drawn againſt Chriſt ; + then and there it 


was that the Father demanded the whole 
debt; then and there it was that the ſurety 
paid it; 4 then and there it was that he cried 
it is finiſhed, and gave up the ghoſt. \ Hence 
we find, that pardon of fin alſo as a bleſſing of 


grace has its exiſtence, even before we be- 


lieve ; and faith is given us as a hand with 


— 


which we lay hold of it. So that we are 


not pardoned becauſe we believe, but we have 


redemption through his blood, even the forgiue- 


| neſs of fins ; || and faith is that which brings 
| the knowledge of it tc our ſouls, 


5. Another ffream of which I ſhall take 


notice, is Juſtification ; though ſome perhaps 
may think it almoſt needleſs for me to ſpeak 


apon this ſubject, ſeeing that all thoſe who 


are pardoned, are juſtified. 


But as they are two diſtinct acts of grace, 
it cannot be amiſs (I think) to ſpeak of them 
as ſuch. For though pardon takes away fin 


from a finger and frees him from puniſhment, 


Phil. ü. 8. + Tech. xiii. 7. | Matt. xx. 28, $ John xix. 30, 
l Col, i. 14. 


* 


—— 


16 FRrUtTS AND EPFrBeQOTS 


it neither gives him a righteouſnefs nor 4 
legal title to everlaſting _—_—_ 2 ont juſtification 
does doth. 

Pardon lies in the non-imputation of fin ; 
but 7u/tification, in the imputation of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, conſiſting of his active and 
paſſive obedience. Pardon takes away a man's 
Althy garments ; ju/trficatiorn cloaths him with 
change of raiment.* So that Jus TIFICATION 
ts a gractoits act of God, whereby he pardons and 
accepts of ſinners on the account of Chriſt's 
tghteouſneſs imputed to them, in which they 
ftand as clear in the fight of God as 5 
they had never ſinned. 

The perſons who are thus juſtified, are all 
the elect of God, Therefore, ſays the apoſtle, 
4050 ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
eleck. + And if nothing can be laid to the 
charge of God's elect (to condemn them before 
Him, ) then it is evident that God's ele as 
ſuch, muſt be juſtified in his ſight. - Beſides 
we are told that there is no condenmation to 
them who are in Chrift Jeſus. F And if there 
be no condemnation to ſuch, then all that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus muſt be juſtified in the 
fight of God, It is true that the apoſtle in 
deſcribing thoſe who are (manifeſtly, in 


od Zeoh, iii. 4. t Rom. viii, 33. I Rom, Vill, 1. 


Chrilt; 
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Chciſt, informs us, that they walk not after 
the feſ but after the ſpirit. * but then, walk- 
ing after the ſpirit was not that which pur 
them into Chr: A, but what made them appear 
to be. in him. | | 

I know indeed that there are ſome who 
think that the juſtification of God's people 
was nof complete till Chriſt arœſe from the 
dead ; but if that were true, then all the pro- 
phets and good men who died before that 
time muſt be gone to Hell, or otherwiſe they 
are taken to Heaven with an incomplete Juſti- 
fication, neither of which can be admitted, 
It is faid indeed that he was raiſed for our. 
Juſtification, + but then the reſurrection of 
Chriſt did not procure the juſtification of his 
people ; for that was done by his perfect 
obedience, but it was for the feſtification of 
it, that it might fully appear that fin was 


atoned for, and an everlaſting righteouſneſi 


brought in. 


But perhaps ſome will ſay, i is it not ſaid 


that we are juſtified by faith 7 f--It is.--But 
then we ſhould always remember, that faith 
does not bring our bleſſings into exiſtence 


any more than our hands do the things they 


lay hold on, or our eyes the objects Which 


Rom. viii, 2. + Rom. iv. 25. m Rom. v. 1. 
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they take in ; for were it ſo, faith would be 
no longer a creature, but would become 2 
creator. Beſide we have to remark, that 
faith is a grace of the ſpirit of God, and as 
ſuch is a part of our ſanctification and there- 
fore can be neither the cauſe nor the matter of 
our juſtification before God. But what then 
| fay you does the apoſtle mean ?---I anſwer, 
after he had been treating at large in the two 
| foregoing chapters upon the doctrine of juſti- 
fication; he begins this with ſaying, therefore 
bens el (in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt) 
by faith we have peace with God ; through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Therefore, although it 
is a truth, that all God's people are juſtified 
before him in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; 
yet they do not enjoy the peace and comfort 
of it in their own ſouls till they receive it 


by faith. 

Should any ſay that Abraham's Faith Was 
accbunted unto him for righteouſneſs. * The 
reply is, it was not Abraham's faith as an att 
performed by him, nor was it Abraham's faith 
as a grace wrought in him, that was his righ- 
teouſneſs before God, but it was what his 
faith as a hand laid hold on, namely, the per- 


tet and complete righteouſneſs of the so oF | 


ad Nags. iv. 3. 


Gop. | 
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Gop. Thus therefore it is that we are 
complete in bim. 


6. Another flream which preſents itſelf to 


our view, is Regeneration, the neceſſity of 


which appears from the Apoſtle's words. 
The carnal mind is enmity againſt God, for it ts 
not ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be ; ſo then they that are in the fleſh (or in 
a ſtate of nature) cannot pleaſe God. + There- 
fore, ſays our Lord, Verily, verily, T fay unta 
thee, except a man be born again, be cannot ſeg 
the kingdom of God. * 

Now the /ubjedts Fay regeneration we find 
are all the ele of God. For thoſe that the 
apoſtle ſpeaks of as begotten again to a lively 


Hope, are firſt deſcribed as ELECT, according 


fo the foreknoawledge of God. & So that they 
were not elected, hecauſe they were regenera- 
ted, but regenerated becauſe they were elected. 
And becauſe God had from the beginning choſen 


his people to ſalvation through ſanctiſication of 


the Jprrit ; | therefore it was that they had 
grace given them in Chriſt before the world be- 

an, © Now in regeneration God does not 
mend the old corrupt nature, neither does he 


* Col. ii, 10. + Rom. viii. 7, 8, 1 John iii. 3. F » Pet. i. 1 2. Jo 
2 Theſ. ii. 13. J 2 Tim, i. 9 
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change it, but communicates a new one. * And 
then i it is that the chriſtian' s warfare begins ; 


for the 22 (or corrupt nature) tufteth againſt 
tbe ſpirit, (or new nature,) and the ſpirit a- 


gainſt the fleſh, and theſe are contrary the one 
to the other, fo that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would. T 


And that it might appear an act i in which 


men are entirely paſſive, 'tis expreſs' d by- be 


ing quickened ; + for men by nature are dead 
in treſpaſſes and fins; but in regeneration 
(which is an inſtantaneous act) a principle of 
ſpiritual life is communicated, conſiſting of 
all the graces of the ſpirit ; in which ſenſe the 
chriſtian may be ſaid to be perſect, as a child 
may that comes into the world with all his 
members. From hence it is that he begins 
ro ſee his loſt ſtate” and condition by nature, 
the exceeding ſinfulneſs bf ſin-—-his own 
inability to make ſatisfaction for it the i in- 
ſufficiency of his own righteouſneſs, and the 
need of the blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
ind of ſalvation. by him. From hence it i 
that he is brought to hate fin, to love God, 
and to worſhip him in Jpirit and in truth. 6 
And as God hath ordained that his people 
hould walk in good works, he creates them 


3 2e. 4. + Gal. 1 v. 27. 1 ü. 2. $ John i 24. 
| anew. 
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11 in Chriſt Jeſus thereunto, for we are bis 
workmanſhip created anew in Chrift Jeſus unta 
good works ; which God hath , before ordained 


that we ſhould walk in, them. * And all thoſe 


ho are regenerated, have this one reaſon to 
give for all that they ſay and do for God, 


namely, tbe love of Chriſt conſtraineth us. + 
And without this principle, all the afflictions 


and judgments that can befal us, will never 
lead us to obedience, but leave us rebels a- 


| gainſt God. Thus it was with Pharoah, who 
| when the judgments of God were upon him, 


called for Meſes and Aaron, and ſaid, Intreat 
the Yard that he may take away this Plague 


| from me; promiſing at the ſame time that K. 


would be obedient and /ef the people go. 4 
And here we have a lively picture of a = 
man, who wiſhes more to be delivered from 
his puniſhment than he does from that /n 
which brought it upon him. The plague 
however was removed ; and did he become 
obedient and perform his promiſe ? No; but 
on the contrary we are told, that be hardened 
bis beart at this time alſa, neither would be let 
tbe people go. 5 

And thus it is with many in time of afflic- 
tion ; they will call then for God's ſervants 


® Eph, ii. 10, f 3 Cor. v. 14. 1 Exod. vil, 8, § Exad, viii. 32. 


and 
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and miniſters to pray for them, promiſing 
that they will be more obedient for the time 
to come; but as ſoon as the affliction is re- 
moved, they like Pharoah of old, forget 
their promiſes, and return again fo Dt? for- 
mer courſe of living, From whence we may 
Jearn, that nothing hut a principle of grace 
in the heart can produce real gbedience in the 
hife ; from which principle it is that we be. 
come ſervants to God, have qur Jail unto boli- 


neſt, and the end everlaſting {i fe. * 


Thus then have we conſidered the Covenant 
of Grace, Election, Adoption, Pardon, Tuſti- 


fication, and Regeneration, as ſo many ftreams 
flowing from the river of Goa” s everlaſting love, 


Proceed we now, THIRDLY, to take notice 
of what is ſaid of 7hem. We are told they 
make glad the city of God; now by this city 
we are to underſtand the church of God. + 


And Firft we have to remark, that every 


city has a foundation for its ſuppart, and ſo 


has the church of God, Therefore thus ſaith 
the Lord God; behold I lay in Zion fer a 
foundation a ſtone, a tried flone, a precious cor- 
ner lone, a ſure foundation. 5 And that this 
* Rom, vi. 24, f Song ii, 2. 3. J Iſai, xxyiii, 16. 
"ENG ſtone 
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| ſtone i is Chrib, appears from what the apoſtle 
ſays, Other Foundation can no man lay than that 
i laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. * And that he 
E might appear to his people a fit and proper 
foundation, he is called, by the apoſtle, 4 
© Rock. For they all drank of that ſpiritual 
© rock that followeth them, and that rock was 
© Chrift. .+ And he, when ſpeaking to Peter, 
aid, upon this rock will I build my church ; 
5 that is, not upon Peter's perſon, nor upon 
Peter's faith, but upon IMs ELT, whom 
© Peter's faith laid hold on. And the church 
5 bY thus built upon Chriſt, the gates of 
E Hell ſhall. never prevail againſt it. F From 
| hence we may learn that Chriſt is a ſure 
e bete ; a foundation ſure to endure, and 
ey bre to ſupport and uphold his church. 


Fell 
9 We may remark, Secondly, that a city is 1 

commonly walled round for the defence of its 1 
ry nnhabitants: So is the church of God. For | 


ſs Valuation will God appoint for walls and bul- 1 
th © warks.F, And I (ſays God) will be unto ber 1 
a © (his church) 4 wall of fire round about, || It . 


r- [© appears therefore that God's people are ſafe | 

vis in the midit of all their enemies; for who 
1 Cos ili, 11. f 1 Cor. x. 4. Þ Matt, xvi. 18. 5 Ifai, xxvi. 1- 11 
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tan come againſt them with fucteſs, whet! 


God himſelf is 2 wall of fire round about 


them? Therefore we are told, that no weapon 
that is formed againſt them ſhall proſper. * 


We may obſerve, Tay, that in 4 city 
there are watchmern appointed fo go about it : 
80 there are in the church of God. The 
watchmen that go about the city found me. F 
Now one part of a watchnian's buſineſs is to 


give the atarm in' caſe of danger, I ſays the 


Lord have made thee & watchman unto the houſe 
of Iſrael, therefore hear the word at my mouth, 


and give them warning from me. T 80 that if 


broug 


word 
bath 


(ation 
in hin 


| poſtle 
of gra 
| | God, 

| tree, 
that c 
amon, 


told t 


works 


the church be expoſed to danger from errors Hof Ge 
of any kind, it is the miniſter's buſineſs to faith, 
give the alarm. / Go 
Is Cbriſt's divinity denied ? We have to boaſt. 
hear the word at God's mouth and inform Arc 
you that he is THE MIGHTY Gop, TRE E- riſh af 
VERLASTING FATHER, & Zhe only Porkx- are to 


TATE, the KING of Kings, and LorD of 
Lords, | who is over all, Gov bleſſed 2 ever, 
Amen. C 


ball u 
out of 


Are you told, that“ Paith grafts you into We 
Chrift. and is re of the x1. of Romans there 
. "+ fall 3. 1 Eze, ii. 17. $ Ikai, ix. 6. * Fj 


1 Tim. vi. 15. J Rom, ix, 5. 


1 
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brought to prove it? We have to hear the 
word at God's mouth, and inform you, he 
bath choſen his people i in Chriſt before the foun- 
(ation of the world, that they are preſerved 
ia him and called, + and that ſuch die in the 
Lord and are bleſſed ; + f and alſo that the a- 
poſtle in the xi. of Romans is not ſpeakin 
of grafting into Chᷣriſt, but into the church 9 
+8 God, which he there compares to an olive- 
to tree, as appears plain from the 17th. verſe of 
the that chapter, where he ſpeaks of graftihg i in 
uſe among TUM and not into Chriſt Are you 
tb, told that ſalvation (in whole or in part) is of 
t if works? We are to inform you from the mouth 
of God, that by grace are ye ſaved through 
faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is the gift 
F God, not of works, leaſt any man ſhould 
boaft. 

orm Are you told that Chriſt's ſheep may pe- 
; E= rich after all that he hath done for them ? We 
are to inform you from his own mouth, they 
ball never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them 
out of my hand. || 


into We may « obſerve Fourthly, that in all cities 
mans there is a chief governor : So there is in the 


, * D Eph. i t, 4, + Jude i rn I Rev. xiv. 13. 9 Eph. u. 8. 9. 
[! John Rx. 28. 
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church of God. The government ſhall be upon 
Chriſt's ſhoulder, * who is the only Potentate, | 
or Governor, + of the world in general, and 
of his church in particular. And /aftly, as a 
city is well flored with provifion ; ſo allo is 
the church of God. There is no want of 
food, for Chriſt is the bread of life. # There 
is no want of grace in him, let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need. There is no want of promiſes in his 
word, for there are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious promiſes. || Nor is there any 
want of his ſpirit, to apply them, for he ſhall 
receive of mine and ſhall ſhew if” unto you. C 
Nay, the apoſtle ſums up the whole, and fays, 
My God ſhall fipply all your need, according to 
his riches in glory, by Chriſt Jeſus. ** | 


Now this city or the church of God, is 
made glad by theſe freams, under the various 
trials which ſhe meets with. Fir, from a 
corrupt nature, for though the chriſtian is the 
ſubject of the grace of God he is nevertheleſs 
the ſubject of a corrupt nature, the workings 
of which will often conſtrain him to ſay with 

Jai. ix. 6. + 1 Tim. vi. VE John vi. 35. +I Heb. iv, 16. 
| 2 Pet, i. 4, © John xvi. 214. ** Phil, iv. 1. 
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the apoſtle, O wretched man that I am, wha 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this death. * 
Bur when he is enabled to look out of him- 
ſelf to the r1ghrteouſneſs of the Redeemer, in 
which he ſtands ju/tified before God, this ſtream 
will gladden his heart and make him rejoice, 
more than the men of the world do, when 
their corn and their wine increaſe. Þ+ 
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& Secondly, theſe ſtreams become uſeful to 
! God's people in time of temptation ; and ſure 
I am, that no chriſtian is free from the aſſaults 
of Satan, the adverſary of mankind, The. 
prophet ſpeaks of his coming in lite a flood. | 
| And the apoſtle was well acquainted with his 
| buffettings, & and informs us for our encou- 
| ragement, that God ts faiih/ul, who will not 
| ſuffer us to be tempted above that we are able, 
but will with the temptation alſo make a way to 

ig </cape, that we may be able ta bear it. || He in- 
forms us likewiſe, that it is no fin to be 
\ 4 | tempted ; for Chriſt (ſays he) was in all poiuts 
the || enpted like as we are, yet WITHOUT six. & 
Jeſs | Bleſſed be God for that. For it is this and 
his paſſive obedience that make up that ſpot- 
vith Nets robe, in which the believer ſtands 


+ Rom, vu, 24. + Pſal. iv, 7, 1 Iſai. lix. 19. & 2 Cor. xii. 7. 
1 Cor. x. 13. U Heb. iv. 15, 
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lay any thing to the c 


th 29 * 80 that all the temptations with 
which the chriſtian 1 is beſet can make no al- 
te ration in his ſtate before God, nor in that 


river, the ſtreams whereof m. make glad the city of 
G od. | 


T birdly, theſe freams will proye refreſhing 


dejection of mind. And that the chriſtian 


the following paſſage. By night on my bed 1 
ſought him whom my foul lover h; + as it is al- 
ſo from the words of Job. O that I hnew 
where T might find him. | Behold, (ſays he) 
0 forward, but he is not there ; ; and backward, 
but I cannot perceive him ; on the left hand 
where he doth work, but I cannot behold him 
he hideth himſelf on the right hand that I can 
not ſee him. t But it is the chriſtian's mercy 
that Ugh darkneſs be uncomfortable, i 
does not alter the relation which ſubſiſts be 
tween him and his God. Therefore, fay 
the prophet, who is among you that feareth th 


Rom. viii. 33. 34. 3 3. 1 XXill. 3, 3, 9. 


Lord 


clear in the fight of God. And ſuch may uſe Þ 
the language of the a _ and ſay, who ſhall 

arge of God's ele? it l 
G 2 that juſtiſtetb; who is he that condemn- 


to God's people, in a time of darkneſs and 


may be in ſuch a ſtate 1s very evident fromP 
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Lord; that obeyeth the voice of bis ſervant, 


that walketh in darkneſs and hath no light, 


let him truſt in the name of the Lord and ſtay 


himſelf upon tis Gop. * Remember then, 
you that fear the Lard, that God is as much 


your God when you are in darkneſs, as he is 


when you have a clear ſenſe of your accept- 
ance : for darkneſs of mind makes no altera- 
tion in the covenant of grace; for that's or- 
dered in all things, and ſure it makes no 
alteration in your election, for that's according 
to the good pleaſure of God's will. + Nor in 
your juſtification, for that centres in the obey 
dience of Chriſt. 4 Nor in your pardon, for 
that centres in the 4/ood Cbhriſt. & Nor yet 
in that good work which is begun in you, far 
be that hath begun it will perform it until the 
day of Feſus Chriſt. || And a conſideration of 
this nature will ſometimes refreſh the chriſ- 
tian's mind, even in his darkeſt moments, 


And, Laſtly, Theſe fireams will ſupport 
the chriſtian' s mind in a time of fickneſs, 
and! in an hour of death, when friends fail, 
and all outward comborts are withdrawn ; 
then having a view of his intereſt in Chriſt, 
and poſſeſſing | the bleſſings which flow 


9 Lai. . 10. 1 i. 5. t Rom. v. 19. $ John i. 7. || Phil. i. 6. 
through 
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through him, he will be enabled to appro- 
priate the apoſtle's words, and ſay, I #now | 
that if my earthly houſe of this tabernacle © 
were diſſolved, I have a building of. God, an : 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens ; * or to ſay with David of old, My 3 
feſb and my heart fail, but God is the ftrength © 
of my heart, and my portion for ever. + ; 


But what is it that we know of the love of the w 
God, of which we have been now ſpeaking ? fort t. 
has it been ever manifeſted to our ſouls by Fee th 
his bleſſed ſpirit ? Why, (ſay you,) how Rtisfied 
ſhall I know that ?---I anſwer, by the work Cbriſ 
which he performs. For, when he is come, at whi 
he will reprove (or convince) of fin; the fin ſn his 
of our liſe, and the fin of our natare, by om 
which we are led to confeſs, with the prodi- ken 
gal, of old, Father, I-have finned againſt Hea- the ap! 
ven, and before thee, and am no more worthy te end to 
be called thy fon ; Þ and to pray with the pub- May 
lican, God be merciful to me a finner. 8 | ow tt 

But as he convinces of in, ſo alſo he F the 
convinces of righteouſneſs, and brings the ſin- Enjoy t 
ner to acknowledge, that a/ his righteouſneſs wer, 
rs as filthy rage; leads him to ſee the neceſ- V God 


. 2 Cor. v. i. 1 Pſal, bai. 26. tra xv. 18. 19. Luke xviüi. 13. 
| || Ifai. Ixiv. 6 
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Näty of Cbriſt's righteouſneſs for his juſtifica- 
tion; and cauſes him to cry unto God for a 
X manifeſtation of his forgiving love; and if 
Ichis be your experience, it is evident that 
the Father hath loved you; that the Son hath 
VF redeemed you, and that theſe conviftions are 
the fruits and effects thereof. 


And as the ſpirit is engaged to carry on 


of the work which he begins, and reſtore com- 
g? fort to the awakened ſinner, he leads him to 
by ſee that the law is fulfilled, that zu/tice is ſa- 
ow Mtisfied, and that Be bas redemption through 
ork. Chriſt: blood ; even the forgiveneſs of ſin ; * 
me, at which time the love of God is ſhed abroad 
fin in his heart---the guilt of fin is removed 
om his conſcience---the fear of death is 
aken away, and he is enabled to fay with 


Jea- the apoſtle of old, For me to live is Chriſt 
y to ſand to die is gain. + 
ub- May the Lord grant that the I ife which we 


| ow live in the fleſh, we may live by the faith 
» he F the Son of God. So ſhall we conſtantly 
fin - njoy the comfort of this truth; there is 4 


iſneſs Hiver, the fireams * make glad the city 


>ccl- God. 
* Eph, i. 7. Þ Phil. i. ar. 


viii. 12. 


ſity 


VV 


Shortly will be publiſh'd; 


(ay THE SAME AUTHOR) 


A SERMON 


On Tur FAITE 
o F THE 


Or REZANAT ION Of G OD. 


+ 
14 JY 74, 


=” 
2, : N | 
l E „ „ 
£ & 28 \ # # 1 
923 1 — 


— ä —— 
ũ¶—ꝛ—U—œ—ẽ ñ— m T——ʒæ¶wÜEÜ—A Äa' — — . — 
A — F— 4—j—— — 2 
* 


— 
* 
IN,” — — f — 


